Alderpury Mediaeval Banquet a Tasty Success!

A hundred people gathered in the wedding marquee at Plum Park on Saturday evening August 1st to enjoy the first Mediaeval Banquet presented there by Paulerspury Players. Plum Park proprietor Moya Fish was delighted with the turnout on a less then perfect evening weather-wise, although it remained dry and a pale sunset developed as the evening progressed.

Many of the guests arrived in full costume to be greeted by Paulerspury Players’ Pages, Wenches, Jester and Minstrel. Penelope Lang had coaxed and choreographed the wenches and pages into an attractive dancing troupe who performed a number of circle and weave dances to mediaeval tunes, welcoming guests into ‘Alderpury Hall’. Mead and titbits served whilst awaiting the arrival of the Baron’s party helped create the warm and friendly atmosphere that developed as guests mingled and socialised.

Baron Leonard and Baroness Arlene Alderpury, played by Gordon Oliver and Lin Bloomfield, were fanfared into the hall along with their lovely daughter played by Alisonjayne Herbert. Baron Len announced that the banquet was a ‘joyous occasion for all folk to share’ as he and his wife sought a suitable husband for their daughter, and two suitors were to vie for her hand.
Moya’s Chef, David, worked his magic with the food, conjuring up a tasty four course feast. Vegetable pottage with rustic breads was followed by chicken in honey and spices, barbequed pork ribs and marinated lamb chops served with fresh leaves from the vegetable garden and some strange looking blackened tubers from foreign lands that turned out to be baked spuds. A delicious raspberry pudding and a good selection of cheeses topped off the banquet whilst free drinks flowed throughout the meal.
Drama and action punctuated the evening between courses giving the event a themed feeling and continuing the story, far fetched as it was. Everyone knows there is no dragon in Stony Stratford, let alone a volcano on Mill Fields – or is there? And how the hapless knights got to Stony and back so quickly on hobby horses we can only wonder. The smaller knight’s war horse was so big he had a job to get his leg over!
Undoubted stars of the show, Tim Stone and Ashley Earl playing Sir Tamar Pasty and Sir Pongo Camembert, competed with strength, bravery and intelligence to impress judges Len and Arlene, who summed up their efforts in a ‘strictly come dancing’ manner with Len awarding a time honoured Sev-ern. The event involved the audience from start to finish with injections of song and humour and a lot of over acting in true Players pantomime fashion. Unfortunately for Sir Pongo, although he was voted winner by the audience, he failed the intelligence test by getting mistakenly betrothed to Arlene’s Great Aunt Guinevere, played by Lesley Gray, who eagerly dragged him off kicking and screaming.

The plot, devised by Eve Woodridge of Paulerspury Players’ murder mystery fame, allowed the players to utilise a wide range of talents for which they are well renowned including drama, comedy, music and song. Mrs Janet James from Billing commented: “What a wonderful evening it was – quite unique, and so entertaining. One minute the wenches were serving at tables, the other they were in formation performing a dance together. The Baron and Baroness were played very well; all our drinks were free, and my husband, John, and I had a great night!” 
Musical introductions to each remove were provided by Minstrel, Ed Bloomfield who, together with Jester, Jacquie Platt, posed the final question to Sir Tamar to prove his intelligence. “What feathered male of codpiece fame, and bovine of the gender same, doth make a tale of daring do, that here we all submitted to?” Completely baffled by the riddle, Sir Tamar declared the whole thing a load of ‘cock and bull’ and to his and everyone else’s surprise he was declared the true winner of daughter Gwendolyn’s hand. Indeed, a real Cock and Bull story it turned out to be!
Wedding toast over, the Baron requested his ‘favourite’ song: Chastity Belt, ably presented in parts by himself, the Minstrel, Tracey Lyle Carter as the Lady, and Derek Batten plucked from the audience as a willing but inept Locksmith. A final rousing chorus of “Here’s good luck to the Baron” in the style of the traditional folk song ‘The Barley Mow’ provided a suitable send off for the Baron’s party leaving the rest of the guests partying on with a plenary mediaeval ring dance.
John Morris, a guest from Towcester reports: “The posters promised an evening of medieval food and fun, music and laughter – but I did wonder how all of that could be delivered. The answer was by talent and hard work, but above all by the team work of a group of people who clearly threw themselves into producing a superb evening. I thoroughly enjoyed it, allowing myself to succumb to all the pleasures of the Baron`s court. Paulerspury Players has worked up an excellent partnership with Plum Park Hotel, whose catering matched the skills of the performers admirably. I await news of the next project!” 
New Paulerspury Players’ member, Lisa Day, makes a telling observation: “I recently joined the Players and have never performed before, but I thoroughly enjoyed every aspect of the Mediaeval Banquet, from the rehearsals to the performance itself. I’m hoping for a similar event next year. Paulerspury Players are very friendly and welcoming to new members and I felt at ease straight away. I would encourage anyone with flair for the stage or with talents to work behind the scenes to join – they’ll make the most of your skills and help you to shine!”
The Mediaeval Banquet was a huge success, much attributed to the donation of venue and staff time by Plum Park Hotel. In addition to being a lot of fun, the event raised profits which will be shared between Paulerspury’s two churches to assist repair works. Throughout the evening the audience was encouraged to participate, typical of Paulerspury Players’ inclusive entertainment events.
In October Paulerspury Players will host The Rambling Boys, folk and country singer/musicians, for two more evenings of ‘inclusive’ entertainment. Popular for their previous performances at Towcester Midsummer Music Festivals, The Rambling Boys will entertain at the URC Chapel in Paulerspury on Friday October 16th and at The Methodist Church Towcester on Saturday October 17th. Make a diary note now to avoid disappointment, and come along prepared to join in with some well known folk numbers. 

In addition to performing in this area, Paulerspury Players sometimes takes its shows to other locations to help other communities raise funds. Further information about Paulerspury Players can be found on its website: www.paulerspuryplayers.org.uk
